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SOUTH DAKOTA

One of the great hymns of the Church 
is “For All the Saints” (LSB #677), a 

hymn sung throughout the year, but es-
pecially on or around Nov. 1 — All Saints’ 
Day. The hymn is chiefly about those 
Christians who have died and whose souls 
now reside in heaven. We sometimes refer 
to these people as the Church Triumphant. 
Of them we sing, verse 1:

For all the saints who from their labors rest, 
Who Thee by faith before the world confessed,
Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. Alleluia!

The hymn goes on to describe the departed saints’ life on 
earth, when they were as yet part of the Church Trium-
phant. While they lived their lives here, they struggled 

See MESSAGE, page 2

against sin, the devil and evil. The 
hymn, in verse 2, notes where their 
strength was found:

Thou was their Rock, their Fortress, 
and their Might;
Thou, Lord, their Captain in the 
well-fought fight;
Thou, in the darkness drear, their 
one true Light. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Then the hymn continues from the 
viewpoint of you and me, current sol-
diers in the Church Militant, imploring 
us to imitate those children of God who 
have gone on before us into heaven:

Oh, may Thy soldiers, faithful, 
true, and bold,
Fight as the saints who nobly 
fought of old
And win with them the victor’s 
crown of gold. Alleluia! Alleluia!

All Saints’ Day is surely a day to 
remember with gratitude the faithful 
lives of those who have gone before 
us. It is surely a day to acknowledge 
to those who have lost a loved one 
that we share in their loss. In fact, it is 
customary for many congregations that 
observe All Saints’ Sunday (on or about 
Nov. 1) to name in prayer and thank 
God for those members who, since last 
All Saints’ Day, died and entered the 
Church Triumphant.

All Saints’ Day is then a day to share 
with one another that we all share in 
the condemnation of the Law. There-
fore we die! But we also share with 
one another this Good News, that we 
are ransomed, redeemed. We are the 

‘We feebly struggle,   
 they in glory shine’

We are the 
precious 
possession 
of God by 
the blood of 
Jesus Christ. 
Therefore 
we live!”
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Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

precious possession of God 
by the blood of Jesus Christ. 
Therefore we live!

And so, with those who have 
lost loved ones to death, we 
rejoice in this: that parents 
and children, husbands and 
wives, friends and strangers, 
famous people and unknown 
— all who died having faith 
in Jesus Christ are indeed 
saints, living saints in heaven, 
members of the Church Tri-
umphant. We remember them 
with joy and thanksgiving. We 
are grateful that they already 
have what Isaiah spoke of:

“And the ransomed of 
the Lord shall return 
and come to Zion with 
singing; everlasting joy 
shall be upon their heads; 
they shall obtain gladness 
and joy, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away.”  
— Is. 35:10

We look forward to the day 
when we, the Church Militant, 
become a part of the Church 
Triumphant. Our Captain in 
the fight will see to that!

Serving Jesus with you,
Pastor Scott Sailer
Rom. 1:16, 16:25-27
“not ashamed of the Gospel.”

ev. Timothy Koch was installed as 
pastor of Emanuel, Milbank, on Sept. 
9. Rev. Scott Sailer, district president, 

was the preacher and conducted the Rite of 
Installation. 

Rev. Nathan Neugebauer (Bethlehem, rural 
Milbank, and St. John, Revillo) was the 

From left, (front row) Revs. Iver 
Possehl (Mount Olive, Water-
town), Sailer, Koch, Tim Rynearson 
(Peace, Brookings, and Emanuel 
vacancy pastor), Neugebauer; 
(back row) Micah Bauer (Mount 
Calvary, Brookings), James 
Wilshusen (Emanuel, Sisseton, 
and Zion, Waubay), Josiah Fitch 
(St. Paul, Aberdeen), Schewe, Sam 
Thole (Peace, Brookings) and  
David Knefelkamp (Zion, White, 
and First English, Aurora, and 
circuit visitor).

Emanuel welcomes Pastor Koch
liturgist, and Rev. Caleb Schewe (Our 
Savior, Wilmot, and Trinity, Corona) was 
the lector. 

Pastor Koch and his wife, Emily, have four 
children: Ezra, Evelyn, Levi and Annie. He 
previously served the Immanuel, Wecota, 
and Concordia, Cresbard, dual parish.

On Sunday, Sept. 9, Hailey Jo 
Miller was installed as the 
director of Christian educa-
tion for Student Ministries at 
Memorial Lutheran Church, 
Sioux Falls. Hailey Jo is a 2011 
graduate of Concordia Univer-
sity Nebraska and served as 
DCE at Cross Lutheran Church, 
New Braunfels, Texas. Hailey 
Jo and her husband, Blake, are 
the parents of two daughters, 
from left, Harper and Riley. 
Hailey Jo joins Rev. Aaron 
Asmus and DCE Liz Peters 
(Children’s Ministry) on the 
Memorial staff.

Blessings 
in Sioux 
Falls!
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Send submissions for the 
district supplement to:
Vonda Sturzenbecher
▶  vsturzenbecher@yahoo.com
 ▶  8605 Woodland Dr.;  

Black Hawk, SD 57718
The deadline for the January 2019 
issue is Nov. 15.

ACCEPTED
▶  Rev. Jason Letsche, associate 

pastor, Blessed Redeemer, accepted 
the call from First, Kingsley, Iowa, 
Sept. 21.

PENDING
▶  Rev. William Heermann, Trinity, 

Amherst, Neb., received a call from 
St. John/Trinity, Wagner/Fairfax, 
Sept. 9.

▶  Rev. Levi Willms, Bethany, Kaukau-
na, Wis., received a call of associate 
pastor to St. John’s, Yankton, Sept. 4.

▶  Rev. Barry Williams, St. John, Mad-
ison, Neb., received a call from Zion, 
Chamberlain, Sept. 25.

DECLINED
▶  Rev. Karl Gibbs, Our Savior, Milford, 

Ill., declined the call of associate 
pastor from Zion, Rapid City, Aug. 25.

▶  Rev. Dr. Jared Yogerst, candidate, 

Call Information
Coon Rapids, Minn., declined the 
call of associate pastor to Memori-
al, Sioux Falls, Aug. 27.

▶  Rev. Marcel Kohlmeyer, St. Paul/
St. Paul, Orchard, Neb., declined the 
call to Zion, Chamberlain, Sept. 5.

▶  Rev. Jason Letsche, associate, 
Blessed Redeemer, Brandon, 
declined a call from St. John, Clarin-
da, Iowa, Aug. 27.

VACANCIES
▶  Chamberlain, Zion
▶  Cresbard/Wecota, Concordia/Im-

manuel
▶  Huron, Mount Calvary, (associate 

pastor)

▶  Leola, St. Paul
▶  Presho/Reliance, Zion/Trinity
▶  Rapid Zion, (associate pastor)

▶  Sioux Falls, Memorial, (associate 

pastor)

▶  Wagner/Fairfax, St. John/Trinity
▶  Yankton, St. John’s, (associate pastor)

The 67th Convention of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod will be held 
July 20-25, 2019, in Tampa, Fla. The 
theme is “Joy:Fully Lutheran,” and the 
theme verses are 1 Thess. 5:16-18.
By now, your circuit has elected its 
pastoral and lay voting delegates to 
the convention. Other deadlines for 
your congregation to be aware of:

�By Feb. 20, each congregation may 
nominate up to two men for the po-
sitions of president, first vice-presi-
dent and regional vice-president.

�The election of the first vice-presi-

“Rejoice always, pray 
without ceasing, give 
thanks in all circum-
stances; for this is 
the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you.”

dent and the regional vice-president 
will be held at the convention, but 
the election of the president is 
held in June, prior to the conven-
tion. Each congregation or parish 
gets two votes for this election. 
Single-point congregations and 
multi-congregation parishes are to 
register their voters for the pres-
idential election (one pastor and 
one layperson) between Oct. 1 and 
March 24. 

Please pray for an uplifting and pro-
ductive convention! LC
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“I give thanks to my God 
always for you because 
of the grace of God that 
was given you in Christ 
Jesus.” — 1 Cor. 1:4 

It is the month of Thanks-
giving! It’s time to be 
nice and thankful for our 
blessings. Hopefully, giving 
thanks isn’t something that 
you do just because there is 
a holiday with the name “Thanksgiving,” and then 
check off the “being thankful” box of a good-deeds 
to-do list. Living thankful lives flows from who 
you are as God’s forgiven child. 

“Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
for his steadfast love endures forever!”  
— Ps. 106:1 

As God’s children we now live lives of serving God 
by serving others. 

“For we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in 
them.” — Eph. 2:10 

Wanted: banner designs
We are looking for people with creative minds to 
serve by creating a design for our district banner. 
This banner will be taken to the LWML 38th 
Biennial Convention June 20-23, 2019, in Mobile, 
Ala. I will have the privilege of carrying it in a 
procession with 39 other district presidents and 
their banners. 

The banner design should be based on the conven-
tion theme, “In Praise to the Lord,” based on  
1 Chron. 16:23-24a:

“Sing to the Lord, all the earth! Tell of His 
salvation from day to day. Declare his glory 
among the nations.

For banner specifications, please go to sdlwml.org 
— in the “Events” box, click “LWML South Dakota 
District bus registration and banner information,” 
or talk to your zone president. Designs should be 
given to your zone president by Jan. 5. We will 
vote on a design at our Jan. 12 board meeting. 
Thank you in advance for serving in this way. 

God bless you as you practice living thankfully 
because of who you are as God’s forgiven child!

With love from Lisa

Serving others
Ride the bus to Mobile!
Have you made plans to attend the 38th Biennial 
LWML Convention (June 20-23, 2019 in Mobile, Ala.)? 
The South Dakota District has your transportation 
needs covered as we will have a bus traveling to and 
from Mobile.

The bus will leave Sioux Falls on Tuesday, June 18, with an overnight stay 
in West Plains, Mo., and return on Monday, June 24, with an overnight 
stay in Memphis. The round-trip rate also includes two overnight accom-
modations and shuttle transportation between the hotel and convention 
center in Mobile. 

A minimum of 40 people must be registered for this rate. Rates are $408 
per person if staying in a room of four people; $429 staying three per 
room; $471 staying two per room; and $596 staying one per room.

The registration deadline for the bus is Jan. 10. Forms are available at 
sdlwml.org — in the “Events” box, click “LWML South Dakota District bus 
registration and banner information.” Zone presidents have also been 
given copies to share. For more information, email Susan Swanson at 
smswanson@ midstatesd.net.

Greetings from the Huron Zone
The Huron Zone is responsible for cleaning the Puppet Place every sum-
mer and getting it ready for the State Fair. This year, the LWML of Zion, 
Wessington Springs, along with some of the men of the congregation, 
worked to prepare the building for the public. Typical duties include mov-
ing all the furniture outside and dusting and washing it. The floors are 
mopped and polished and the carpet is vacuumed. Dusting and hanging 
banners are also on the “to do” list.

The zone Fall Rally will be held at 1:30 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 18, at St. 
John’s, Wolsey. Rev. James Carretto of Orphan Grain Train will be the fea-
tured speaker. The business meeting will include selecting a delegate to 
the LWML convention in June and electing a president and treasurer.

Jill Johnsen, Huron Zone President

YWRs and Heart to Heart Sisters
Are you age 22 to 35 and have not previously attended a national LWML 
convention as a Young Woman Representative (YWR)? Here’s an opportu-
nity for you! We are accepting applications for district YWRs to attend the 
LWML convention in Mobile, Ala., June 20-23.

Please contact your society president if you or anyone you know would 
enjoy this opportunity. Applications may be found at sdlwml.org — look 
for “Young Women” under “Special Focus Ministries.”

Heart to Heart Sisters: Would you like to connect other women leaders 
from ethnic LCMS congregations to the life and work of the LWML? We 
would love to have you attend the national LWML convention on behalf 
of our district. H2H Leader Training will be June 19-20 in Mobile.

Please fill out the H2H Leader Training application found at sdlwml.
org — look for “Heart to Heart Sisters” under “Special Focus Ministries.” 
The deadline for all applications is Dec. 15. Please mail them to Melissa 
Brock, 620 N. Harrison, Pierre, SD 57501; or email them to  
melissa_b_brock@hotmail.com.

Lisa Asmus
LWML South Dakota 
District President
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER

“Each one must 
give as he has 
decided in his 
heart, not reluc-
tantly or under 
compulsion, 
for God loves a 
cheerful giver.”  
— 2 Cor. 9:7

God loves a cheer-
ful giver and so we 
give thanks to God 
with a grateful heart! In this season — 
in which we give thanks to God for the 
abundant blessings He’s given to us out 
of His divine goodness and mercy — we 
often give to those who are less fortu-
nate than us. So with grateful hearts, 
we give from our abundance.

But it’s not always easy to give cheer-
fully. We have a tendency to become 
anxious about whether or not we are 
going to have enough for ourselves. But 
the Lord reminds us in Matthew 6 that 
the birds of the air and the lilies of the 
field don’t worry about finding food, 
shelter or clothing. God takes care of 
them, and He takes care of us who are 
so much more valuable than birds and 
flowers.

We are so valuable to God that He gave 
His life for us on the cross. Jesus gave 
everything He had so that we would 
have life and live it to the full. He gives 
us so much more than we could possi-
bly imagine! And yet we so often take it 
for granted. But Jesus died to forgive us 
of the greed that so closely clings to our 

hearts and that reluctantly lets go of 
our wealth to benefit others.

Because of the love of Christ, through 
His sacrifice on the cross, the LWML 
South Dakota District cheerfully gives 
to those in need. One such ministry is 
Orphan Grain Train’s Humanitarian 
Aid to Peru, out of Milbank, which 
provides basic needs that we so often 
take for granted, like clothing, food 
and water, but also access to Christian 
literature.

We give in love, because God first loved 
us and gave us our Savior Jesus and 
the forgiveness, life and salvation that 
He purchased for us on the cross. We 
give in faith, trusting that the Lord will 
take care of us and give us more than 
we need. We give in joy, knowing that 
we get to participate in the Lord’s work. 
We give in thankfulness, with grateful 
hearts for “you will be enriched in every 
way to be generous in every way, which 
through us will produce thanksgiving to 
God” (2 Cor. 9:11).

We give in thankfulness

Once again, the Puppet Place at the South Dakota 
State Fair was a wonderful witness to Christ’s love for 
us all. 

The show was told from the perspective of the cen-
turion who was at Christ’s crucifixion. It told about 
Christ’s death and resurrection. It was a great remind-
er that Jesus suffered, died and rose again for us all. 

The Utecht families once again did a great job of 
performing the show and entertaining the families be-

forehand with balloon animals and jug-
gling. We even had fire juggling outside 
of the Puppet Place. It was wonderful 
having so many family members there 
to help with the show. 

Thanks for donating your time. Thanks 
also to the Huron, Yankton, Aberdeen, 
Black Hills, Brookings, and Chamber-
lain zones for helping to invite more 
than 950 people to the show. We praise 
the Lord for the blessing that the Pup-
pet Place is to the visitors at the state 
fair!

Heather Miller  
Gospel Outreach Committee

Witnessing  
the love and 
mercy of 
Christ, through 
puppets

Life: A Better Choice, Lutherans For 
Life of South Dakota, $5,000

This grant will help provide pro-life, 
pro-family advertisements to be 
broadcast on local TV stations, with 
the goal of creating more awareness 
on the sanctity of life.

MISSION GRANT SPOTL IGHT

Rev. Steve  
Weispfenning
LWML District  
Counselor
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For the sick 
First week: Pray for all the nurses, 
doctors and caregivers, that they 
would be given knowledge and com-
passion when dealing with the sick.

Second week: Pray for the terminal-
ly ill, that God would give them the 
strength to believe in His will for their 
life and eternal life; and when their 
last hour comes, give them a bless-
ed death and graciously take them 
from this vale of sorrow to Himself in 
heaven.

Third week: Pray that God would 
wipe away fear from the sick and 
dying and cover them with faith, 
forgiveness and peace.

Fourth week: Pray for God’s guidance 
for family members when faced with 
end-of-life decisions for their loved 
ones, knowing that the Author of Life 
holds them in His hands.

NOVEMBER 
PRAYER LIST

By Rev. Caleb Schewe
Pastoral Adviser to  
Lutherans For Life of South Dakota, Inc.

We confess that the Bible is the in-
spired Word of God. But we have an 
embarrassingly small knowledge of 
it. We confess that the Bible is with-
out error. But we don’t treasure it in 
our heart. We confess that the Bible 
is efficacious. But we don’t love it. We 
confess that it is the words of eternal 
life. But we don’t talk about it, we don’t 
speak it when we get up or go to bed, 
when we walk and when we lie down. 
We don’t teach it as we should to our 
children (see Deut. 6:4-9).

We expect others to do the work God 
has commanded us to do in the home. 
In general, when the father doesn’t 
teach God’s Word to his child, that 
child will not remain in the Word. Put 
differently, if the father doesn’t teach 
God’s Word to his child, the father 
teaches the child to despise God’s 
Word. For this, we must repent.

Jesus says:
“Let the children come to me; 
do not hinder them, for to such 
belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, 
I say to you, whoever does not 
receive the kingdom of God like a 
child shall not enter it.”  
— Mark 10:14-15

The Words of Life are for life, beginning 
in the womb. While in the womb, the 
child hears mother and father speak the 
Ten Commandments, the Creed and the 
Lord’s Prayer. In the womb, the child 
learns the life of repentance and faith. 
The child, in the womb, is brought to 
church. The child, in the womb, hears 
the people say, “I, a poor, miserable sin-
ner...” The child, in the womb, hears the 
pastor say, “Upon this your confession, 
I, by virtue of my office...” The child, in 
the womb, hears the people sing back 
to God what God has promised to us. 
The child, in the womb, hears the Word 
preached. The child, in the womb, ben-
efits when mom receives the very life of 
Christ at the Lord’s table.

The child in the womb learns as mom 
and dad speak the catechism in the 
home and in the car. The child in 
the womb hears mom and dad talk 
about their favorite biblical accounts, 
parables, hymns and sermons. By the 
time the child is born, the child may 
have heard the catechism several dozen 
times, heard many sermons, become 
familiar with the church’s life of sin and 
grace, repentance and forgiveness. And 
most joyfully, the child in the womb 
knows the voice of the Good Shepherd, 
who laid down His life for all.

On the web
Check out lutherans 
forlife.org. 
You will find a wealth of in-
formation on many life issues. 
There’s Bible studies and articles for 
your LWML meeting, blurbs for your 
weekly bulletin and help for a hurting 
heart. 

Lutherans For Life tracts, booklets and 
Life Sunday materials can be ordered 
through Concordia Publishing House. 
Visit cph.org; go to the “Education” tab 
and select “Sanctity of Life” from the 
drop-down menu.

Words of Life ... for Life

See LIFE, page 8
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In photo: Dr. Kloha, front row, is 
introduced as the speaker 

On Sunday, Aug. 26, Andrew Wiggenhorn was com-
missioned as an LCMS teacher and installed on the 
faculty of Black Hills Lutheran School, Rapid City. 
The Rite of Commissioning and Installation was con-

ducted during the 8 a.m. service at Divine Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, Black Hawk. 

Later that morning, during the 10 a.m. service at Zion Luther-
an Church, Rapid City, Amanda Uecker was commissioned 
and installed as kindergarten teacher at Zion Lutheran School. 

Rev. Scott Sailer, district president, conducted both rites of 
Commissioning and Installation.

Andrew, who is from Bethalto, Ill., graduated this spring 
from Concordia University Chicago, while Amanda, who is 
from Gaylord, Minn., graduated from Concordia University 
Nebraska. The district welcomes Amanda and Andrew as new 
workers in the Church.

For more information about these schools, go to bhlutheran.
org and zionrc.org.

Teachers 
commissioned, 
installed in  
Rapid City

Welcome!

Rev. Dr. Jeff Kloha, director of Collections Operations for Museum of the Bible, 
and former provost and professor at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, presented 
“The New Testament: Canon, Text, and Translation” at St. Paul Lutheran Church, 
Aberdeen, on Aug. 26. 

Speaking to nearly 135 attendees, Dr. Kloha explained how the New Testament 
books were collected, how they were copied by hand and how modern transla-
tions seek to make the New Testament understandable to modern readers. The 
previous day, Dr. Kloha spoke to pastors about New Testament textual criticism.

The Sunday presentation will soon be available for viewing on the South Dakota 
District’s YouTube channel.

Kloha makes 
presentation 
at St. Paul
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Registration opened Oct. 17 
for the 2019 LCMS Youth 
Gathering, set for July 11–15 in 
Minneapolis. Data entry for regis-
tration, which is exclusively online, 
began Sept. 5. 

While there is no paper registration 
for the Gathering, each group will 
be required to mail in a Pastoral 
Affirmation Form, Registration Ac-
count Form (available to print after 
completing online registration) and 
the deposit payment. 

The registration fee of $365 per 
participant covers all Gathering 

More information 
about registration for the 
Gathering — including 
a registration booklet, 
necessary forms, a regis-
tration timeline and a sign-up form for 
monthly Gathering emails — is available at 
lcmsgathering.com.

program and administrative costs, 
participant items, post-Gathering re-
sources and secondary insurance for 
all participants. The registration fee 
does not include meals and lodging. 

Registrants may submit either 
the full amount or a non-refund-
able deposit of $150 per person to 
secure registration. Registrations 
will be processed on a first-come, 
first-served basis. When registra-
tion capacity is reached, remaining 
groups will be placed on a waiting 
list and admitted as space becomes 
available.

LIFE
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6)

Ready for 2018-19 school year!

On Aug. 26, the faculty of Zion Lutheran School, Rapid City, was re-dedicated for 
service for the new school year. From left, (front row) Ann Solinsky, principal; Tracy 
Wilson, first- and second-grade aide; Amanda Uecker, kindergarten; Scot Dobbs, 
second grade; Amber Birkmire, fourth grade; LeAnn Vogel, third grade; Carol 
Long, fifth grade; (back row) Rev. Scott Sailer, district president; Hope Genzlinger, 
preschool/daycare director; Krystol Frerking, first grade; Mona Drolc, preschool 
and physical education; Hanne Burke, language arts/Spanish; Natalie Graumann, 
kindergarten; Becki Aker, general educator; and Rev. Paul Winckler, Zion pastor.

God be praised that when we fail 
to treasure, love, speak and teach 
His Word, He is the merciful giver 
of life for sinners. His Word is for 
the young and old, those from 
the womb to the tomb, and that 
includes you. You have Jesus. You 
have life. Rejoice in His life given 
for you. Treasure it and speak it 
when you rise and lay down, when 
you walk and when you sit, when 
you drive and when you work. His 
Word is life for all of your life.

In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Rev. Schewe serves as pastor of Our 
Savior’s, Wilmot, and Trinity, Corona.


